Spread of Gun Powder
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China: 800s

The formula for gunpowder is
first discovered and used for
firing projectile weapons.

Mongols: 1200s

The Mongols acquire
gunpowder when they
conquer northern China.
Other cultures are exposed to
gunpowder as the Mongol
Empire expands.

Middle East: 1200s
Muslims either received the
formula for gunpowder from
travelers on the Silk Road or
from captured Mongols in the
Middle East.

Europe: 1300s

Western Europeans may have
learned about gunpowder
through contact with Mongols
or captured Muslims in the
Middle East or Spain.
Gunpowder radically changes
European warfare and society.
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